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of them, except Winter, a Dirge, (which was a
juvenile production) The Death and Dying
Words of poor Maillie, and some of the songs,

were composed before the year 1784. The cir-
cumstances of the poor sheep were pretty much
as he has described them. He had, partly by way
of frolic, bought a ewe and two lambs from a
neighbour, and she was tethered in a field ad-
joining the house at Lochlie. He and I were
going out, with our teams, and our two younger
brothers to drive for uss at mid-day ; when Hugh
Wilson, a curious looking awkward boy, clad in
plaiding, carne to us with much anxiety in his
face, with the information that the ewe had en-
tangled herself in the tether, and was lying in
the ditch. Robert was much tickled with Huoc's
appearance and postures on the occasion. Poor
Maillie was set to rights, and when we returned
from the plough in the evening, he repeated to
me her Death and Dying Words pretty much
in the way they now stand.

Among the earliest of his poems was the Epistle

to Davie. Robert often composed without any
regular plan. When any thing made a strong
impression on his mind, so as to rouse it to po-
etic exertion5 he would give way to the impulse,
and embody the thought in rhyme* If he hit on
two or three stanzas to please him? he would
then think of proper introductory 3 connecting,

and